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The Letter of Collonel Bridges. 


Sir bepleaſedto receavea Relation 
ofthe Vittory whereof-1 have now ſent an Ex- 
 preſle tothe Horiourable Committee of 
both Kingdomes. 


: 


ZRince Maurices Regement, theRefor- 
#-mado troope, Collorel Knottisfords 

CF troope, Captaine Wilds troope, and 

3325% Captaine Gunters troope being ſent by 
the Prince to intercept the convoy of Powder and 
Match which I lenc with the party delighned for 
Gleuce/ter , And for that end came to Quienton 1 
Glouceſtersbire, but finding 'the party had paſſed by 
ſome houres before , and having intelligence that 
all our horie- were marched from Warwicke., 
reſolved ro take the advantage to plunder rhe 
Counry, aad accordingly came to Stiarford 
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upon Ayon, an d de manded 800 pounds or they 
would plunder the cowne; bur upon the preſent 
payment of a 1:0 pounds, Remirred the reſt, 
and came toward Warwick, andin their march 
{wept away all the Beaſts they mett withall , of 
which haveing notice ( being deſirous to ſave 
the Counttey as well as F could) prevailed with 
Captaine «Andrewes who was then, accidentally 
in Towne. with 89 of Newport Horſe which 
were alſo to March to Clouceſtcr., being allo al- 
bfted by the commiries of Worceſterſlure with 
30 or 40 of Captaine* Milwards and Captaine 
Halfords Troopes , with theſe and about a dozen 
of ourcowne Harte that tad behind our Troope 
haxeing .drawne foure: companies out of the 
Towne and Cafflk, I. aduanced towards the 
Enimic , who, by this was come within two 
miles of Warwicke: haveing in:Sherborne Field pit 
themlelvesintfoure conſiderable Bodyes , and 
ſent aimall. party a way with their plundred 
Beaſts, weelyned the hedges with our foot and: 
facedthem with our Horſe neeretwo houres 

. . . . p 
in which time , in fome. looſe ſkirmiſhes wee 
haveing killed one andtooke two or three pri: 


eners., the Enemy drew'of and being to march 


through” 


| through a long lane ] cauſed the foote to ad- 
' yance, and when the Reare guard tooke the 
lane, ] deſired the Horſe to charge, which they 
did accordingly , butthe enemy haveing a con- 
veaient place in the midſtof the Lane to draw 
up a reſerve, made good their owre reireat, and 
beate our men back in ſome diforder but Maj r 
Caftle- and my ſelfe haſtening vp with the foot , 
and haveing almoſt Recovered the end of the 
Lane-perceiveing them dilordered ; ] galloCed 
up-, and by perſwaſions and threats,caufed the 
Forſe to rally}, and make a fland . which che 
enemy perceiving forbore to purſue their ad- 
vantape {4 Wherenpon I defired Major Hawwk(- 
worth {who was allo accidentally in owne , 
and behaved himlſelte very gallantly in the 
whole actioathat hee would hold the enemy in 
play with the” Horſe inthe” Lane, that Major 
Caftle and my ſelfe might inthe interim bring 
up the foot on the other fide of the hedge ; Bur 
the'enemy perceiving our intentions, marchedfo 
with our any lofſe, and drew wp againe in the 
next field, and we did the like, and there faced 
eachother three or foure houres , ſomcrimes ſkir- 
miſhing- with ſmall.- parties of Hotle , Le 
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foot otherwhiles ſending ſome Muſquer. balls Þ 
amongſt them, where by the enemy received Þ 
ſome ſmall loſſe, as we did from their Car- | 
bines ] haveing my Horſealſo ſhott : Arlength Þ 
I perceiveing the enemies reſolution to Marcha- | 
way, there being aſhort Lane atthe end of this | 
Grear field through which they mult neceſlarily | 
March : and much troubled to think of the poore | 
Countries loſſe called che Officers togeather & 
cold them , this was the laſt opportunity which 
if loft the Enemy-would march cleare away,, | 
and therefore defired Major Hawksworth and 
Captaine Andrewes to be ready when the Ene- | 

. mies Reare guard ſhould come totake the lane | 
to give thema reſolute charge and conceiying | 
that if they could put them to the Rout, happily | 
all the reſt might chereby be disordered : and in 
caſe our hor ſhould be put to the worle,Idefired | 
they would retire behinde the foor, which 1 
would cauſe toadyance as faſt as I could to coun- | 
tenance them, and did notdoubr chrough Gods | 
blesſing ) burto hold up che enemy untill they 
ſhould have time to rally, and be ready to 
give,, or receive another charge , .vwhich th eyaſ. | 
ſenting to, and I having imparted our reſolves te | 

the 


| 


the ſeverall diviſions, cauſed the foot to advance. 
which the enemy perceiving, and in a greater 
body then they expected , haſted to.make a. re- 
creatthrough the lane, butina very orderly man- 
ner. And Major Hawksworth , Captaine An- 
drewwes, Captaine Milward and fome other horſ 
CM-eraccordingtothe formerconclufions took 
their time ſoright, and quitted themſelves fo 
bravely, 2s in their firſt charge they to.k Pitcher 
the Capraine of the Reform:does , who com- 
manded the Reer guard, and routed not onl 

that party, burall the reſt : killed about ten in the 


| place, andin the perſuit ( whereof divers were 
{ Officers aud men of good quality) wounded ve- 


ry many , and divers mortally , tooke neere ſixty 
priſoners, of which many very conſiderable, 120 


| horſes atleaſt, one horſe colours which was all I 


law inthe field, or could heare of, purſued them 


| 4or5 miles, recovered all the plundred beafts , 


and one cart load of broad cloath , and- utterly 
ſcattered the remainder of them :-ſo as the Prin- 
ces Surgeon that is ſent hither to take care of their 
wounded men;tels us he hath not knowne ſuch 


a route : ſome flying to Camden, Evesham, Wor- 


«ter, Witch, many without Hats, others without 
| Es © horſes--- 


horſes , and few with ſwords, the praiſe of al 
which be given to God , who only giveth allf 
victories, Ireſt. 


Your humble Servant 
I. B 


This ViQtory was obtained Friday the 13 of 4 pri 
1645 


